
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVING OUR FAITH 

(Some members of the parish are doing an on-line retreat this Lent. This is a 

reprint of part of that spiritual exercise, based on the reading from Genesis 22). 

St. Paul points out in the second reading this weekend that God did not withhold 

his own beloved Son. God would not allow Abraham’s child to be hurt, but he 

allowed his Son to become human, knowing that he would suffer intensely at the 

hands of humans, who sometimes do terrible things to each other. 

     The gospels are a beautiful witness that God doesn’t ask anything of humans 

that God isn’t willing to do himself. Ultimately God didn’t require Abraham to 

sacrifice Isaac, but God “sacrificed” Jesus by allowing him to come into our world 

and become human. God didn’t intend for Jesus to be harmed, or plan for him to 

suffer and die exactly as he did, but he allowed it because he respects human free 

will. In the same way, we don’t consider offering our own children up as burnt 

sacrifices, but we do allow them to go to school even though they may get hit by a 

car on the way. We allow them to move away from home even though we may lose 

them to a different part of the country. We allow them to get married, even though  
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that means “sacrificing” them to another person who may or may not protect them  

as much as we can. We are willing to do all these things because we love them and 

we know that ultimately they don’t belong to us. Maybe Abraham had some sense 

of this when he was willing to follow God’s directive. Thankfully, he didn’t have 

to endure a terrible outcome and he learned that God does not want harm to come 

to any of his children. 

 

Questions for the week: What do you make of this story? Have you ever felt 

compelled to make a decision that seemed so irrational or counterintuitive that you 

couldn’t explain it to loved ones? What came of it? Have you ever sacrificed 

something that you loved (a home, a relationship, a job, a possession, etc.) for a 

greater good?  
 
 

YOU CAN STILL JOIN US FOR OUR LENTEN RETREAT! 

AROUND THE LENTEN CIRCLE: AN ONLINE RETREAT EXPERIENCE 

In preparation for the Sundays of Lent, we will gather on the Thursday evenings of 

Lent at 7PM for an interactive weekly online retreat via Zoom. In order to 

participate, you must register so that we can email you the Zoom link and the 

online materials. You can register by sending us an email at srectory1@hvc.rr.com 

or by sending us a message on our Facebook page. Please include your name and 

email address. 
 

DAILY LENTEN REFLECTIONS ON FORMED  

Visit www.formed.org for daily Lenten reflections and other resources to enhance 

your Lenten practices. Simply sign in under our Parish name. Questions? Contact 

Christy at the Parish office. 

 

2021 CARDINAL’S ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP APPEAL:   

FORMATION OF NEW PARISH PRIESTS 

The Cardinal’s Appeal prepares the way for the pastors of tomorrow. In a rapidly 

changing world, our future priests require exceptional preparation to minister to 

diverse communities in a digital world. Our seminarians are receiving the 

theological, liturgical, technological, and administrative skills required to lead the 

next generation of Catholics. Your gift to the Appeal makes that possible! Please 

visit www.cardinalsappeal.org to learn more or make a gift! 
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THIS SUNDAY’S HYMNS 

# 219 ‘Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here 

# 250  Tree of Life 

# 225  Near the Cross 

# 314 We Bring God’s Holy Love 

 

 
 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND (February 28th) 

Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 Romans 8:31b-34  Mark 9:2-10 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND (March 7th) 

Exodus 20:1-17  1 Corinthians 1:22-25  John 2:13-25 

 

 

SUNDAY EVENING MASS REMINDER  

We have added a 5:30PM Sunday evening Mass to our weekend schedule.  

 

DAILY PRAYER 

Father will continue to gather with us for daily prayer Monday-Friday on Facebook 

Live. We will pray morning prayers at 9AM and evening vespers at 6 PM.      

Please send your prayer petitions to Father and he will include them in prayer.  

 

PARISH CLOTHES CLOSET AND FOOD PANTRY  

Our Parish Clothes Closet and Food Pantry ministries are open each Saturday 

morning from 9:00am until 12:00pm.  

We are located downstairs in the St. Peter’s School building. 
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Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM:   

Mass in English 

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM: 

Mass in English 

 
We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook Live.   

You can join us for Mass in person, or by logging on to www.facebook.com and 

visiting our page - St. Peter’s Church, Liberty, NY.  A recorded video of the Mass 

will also be published to our page at the conclusion of Mass. 

 

If you plan to join us for Mass in person, please see the end of this bulletin for 

details on the protocols we have put in place to keep us all safe. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE 

Please note that the obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. While 

the church is open for Mass, all individuals who are 65 years of age or older, those 

with underlying health considerations and those who are not yet comfortable 

attending Mass in person, are strongly encouraged to stay home and participate in 

the Mass on Facebook Live.   

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

For those who continue to join us for Mass on Facebook Live who would like to 

receive the Eucharist, you may come to the church following the conclusion of 

Mass to receive.  Father Ed or Deacon Don will be waiting on the front steps of the 

church, weather permitting, each Sunday until 11:30 AM to distribute Holy 

Communion.  They will only be able to offer the Eucharist in the hand.  Please be 

sure to wear a face covering, maintain a distance of 6 feet from others, and most 

importantly, we ask that you follow the directions of the ushers. 
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PROTOCOLS AND PROCEDURES FOR IN PERSON MASS ATTENDANCE 
 

 BEFORE MASS 

✓ We ask you to arrive at the church no later than 9:45 AM for 10 AM Mass.  

(Please arrive by 6:45PM for 7 PM Spanish Mass.) 

 

✓ When approaching the church, please keep in mind that all individuals and 

groups must keep a distance of at least 6 feet from other individuals and 

groups. 

 

✓ Everyone must wear a face covering at all times. 

 

✓ There will be hand sanitizer available for those who would like to use some 

before entering the church. 

 

✓ Before entering the church, everyone will have their temperature taken using 

a contact free thermometer.  Anyone with a temperature of 100 degrees or 

higher will be asked not to enter the church. 

 

✓ Everyone will be escorted to a seat by an usher who has been designated and 

trained by Father Ed.  Seating will be assigned from the front of the church 

to the back, and will be based on the next available seat, keeping social 

distancing in mind.  Single individuals will be seated on one side of the 

church and families of 2 or more will be seated on the other side.   

 

✓ There will be no holy water in the church.     

 

✓ We will continue to send bulletins to parishioners electronically.  There will 

be no paper bulletins in the church. 

            

 DURING MASS 

✓ Please keep your mask on during the entire Mass, except for the brief 

moment when receiving Holy Communion. 

 

✓ The collection will not be taken up in the traditional way. Instead, you may 

place your offering in the basket at the back of the church. 
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✓ Missalettes and hymnals have been removed from the pews.  You are invited 

to take a missalette from the table at the back of the church at the beginning  

Mass.  That will be your missalette.  Please take it home with you and 

should you wish, bring it back for use at future Masses.  Hymnals will not be 

available for the time being.       

 

✓ There will be no offertory procession. 

 

✓ Please refrain from physical contact at the Sign of Peace.  Please offer a 

gesture such as a wave, bow or nod.  Of course, this does not apply to 

families who have come together. 

 

✓ When it is time for Communion, Father Ed and Deacon Don will make their 

way through the church to offer the Eucharist.  There will NOT be a 

Communion line.  When either Father or Deacon approaches your pew, 

please stand if you would like to receive.  You may remove your mask for 

the brief moment of receiving Communion.  Please note the Eucharist can 

only be offered in the hand at this time. 

 

DISMISSAL 

✓ At the conclusion of Mass, please remain in your seat until an usher 

approaches your row and dismisses you.  Rows will be dismissed from the 

back of the church to the front.  Upon leaving the church, please make your 

way to your car as quickly as possible, so as to avoid groups of people 

gathering. 

 

BATHROOMS 

✓ We ask that the use of the bathroom be reserved for emergencies only.  If 

you do need to use the bathroom, please use the handicapped bathroom 

located in the old Convent building.  Ushers will direct you should you need 

assistance. 
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